
lo Recently the production of penicillin and sulfa drugs in Czechoslovakia has 
greatly increased,, These drugs are manufactured by the newly organized 
national corporation "Biogena"* In 1949 and even the beginning of 1950 this 
plants manufacturing antibiotics and sulfa drugs 9 was a part of Statni Zdravotni 
Ustav (St ate Healt h Instituted The present manager of Biogena is Dr MIeochova* 

25X1 

„ _ . i 

| Political boss of Biogena is Dr Malek* Biogena has under its adminis- 
tration several plants, the newest and biggest one, in Roztoky u Prahu, is the 
sole producer of penicillin in Czechoslovakia a 

In August 1951 it was decided to move the big Orion Chocolate Pl^nt from Prague, 
corner of Kurunni trld and Benesovska ulice, to Modranv. (50.1 NT — 1L*25. E) » to 
release the premises to some new Biogena Plant* 1 95X1 


3. There is still a shortage o f penicilli n in Czechoslovakia, but it is sold on 
docto rs * prescriptions,, andl there is some export to satellite gou 
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Jthe Czech penicillin 

was of the sa me quality as the US peni cillin and no more painful to inject „ At 
the same time f the "Czech-manufactured penicillin has to 25X1 

be injected every few hours, since the so-called "denotni" penicillin (US new 
type) i s not v e t m anu fa ctured in Czechos lovakia. of;vi 
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U» It is very difficult at the present tins to get medicaments in 
Caech pharmacies) it Is even hard to obtain most common drugs, 
like aspirin. It is almost impossible to get glycerin. It might 
be true that under the promulgated national insurance act the 
vast majority of th® GhraRju population is theoretically given 
free medicaments nhen sick, out the doctors have strict orders 
to prescribe medicaments only in the s mallest quantities and in 

urgently needy cases, since the national insurance 25X1 

abt nent ihto effect, the scarcity of medicaments has been caused 
by the shortages of raw materials for their production, and rather 
extensive boarding tendencies. Streptomycin is unobtainable for 
individuals and is used only in sanatorium®, It is adm inistered 

to people under b$ years of age as a last resort only, 25X1 

t in some sanatoriums streptomycin is extracted from zoa'\ 

the urine of patients it has been administered to, and used again 
for other patients, 

n 25X1 
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